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What Saith the Scripture?


by Leonard White


Question:


Exactly what does it mean to be a disciple of Christ?


Answer: 


The word “disciple” denotes one who is (1) a learner, or pupil, and (2) a follower, or adherent.


Jesus made it very clear that being His disciple requires a great deal of us. Notice the following:


John 8:31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.


John 13:35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."


John 15:8 "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.


	If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes , and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple…whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple…whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:26,27,33)


	To summarize, to ba disciple of Christ one must:


abide (continue) in Jesus’ word (teaching)


love his fellow disciples


bear fruit


place Jesus first in his life above family, possessions, comfort, and even life itself.


How to Love Someone You Can’t Stand





“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’” (Romans 12:14-19 ESV)





Doctor: “I see you’re over a month late for your appointment. Don’t you know that nervous disorders require prompt and regular attention? What’s your excuse?” Patient: “I was just following your orders, Doc.” Doctor: “Following my orders? What are you talking about? I gave you no such order.” Patient: “You told me to avoid people who irritate me.”





Alan Smith recently shared this story in his Thought for the Day, which I’ve enjoyed reading for many years. He used it to introduce some thoughts on how to love someone who is difficult to love. “Unfortunately,” Alan observed, “we don’t always have the option of avoiding people who irritate us, people who hurt us, people who offend us. In fact, sometimes those who irritate us the most are found right in our home (or in our church building). So how should we deal with them?”





Alan answered the question by sharing a book by Milton Jones entitled “How to Love Someone You Can’t Stand” I haven’t read the book, but Alan recommends it and shares Jones’ six godly principles which are derived from Romans 12: (1) Manage Your mouth — Bless and don’t curse (Romans 12:14). (2) Put yourself in the other person’s place and try to understand their feelings, thoughts and position (Romans 12:15). (3) Never, never, never take revenge (Romans12:17). (4) Plan ahead to do something beautiful (Romans 12:17). (5) Don’t just win the war, win the peace (Romans 12:18). (6) Make room for God (Romans 12:19)





 








“The bottom line,” Alan writes “is that we do not overcome evil with evil by retaliating and seeking to ‘get even’. The only way to overcome evil is with good (Rom. 12:21). It is never easy to respond to those who do us wrong in a way that is godly, but it is only by following the example of Jesus Christ that we can truly have an influence on the world around us.” 





The thoughts both by Smith and Jones remind me of Peter’s exhortations whose epistles we’re currently studying at Hickman Mills church of Christ in Kansas City, Missouri. “But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” (1 Peter 2:20-21) “But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed” (1 Pet 3:14)





Let me add this thought. If we’re truthful, how often do we find people who have never wronged us, who we ought to love, irritating and aggravating? Maybe they are socially inept. Or flawed with a bristly personality.  Or not very bright.  Or not very much fun. Or not very attractive! It’s so easy to gravitate to the winsome personality, the engaging conversationalist, and let’s be honest, the pretty face!  And in so doing, to ignore the unlovely. The unlovable. And the unloved.





God calls us to a higher standard. A nobler motivation. A deeper love. It is love that looks beyond the surface. That delves into the heart and the soul. That sees the image of God in everyone. A love that doesn’t keep a record of wrongs. A love that forgives others their trespasses. A love that remembers how God loves me even when I have wronged him and have been unlovable.





How do you love someone you can’t stand? In short, look deep into their soul and see God’s love. In doing so, you will experience a new depth of spiritual love.


–Ken Weliever
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                                         Times of Services


Sunday                                             	Wednesday


            9:00 a.m. Worship                             7:00 p.m. Bible Study


          10:00 a.m. Bible Study 


          11:00 a. m. Worship











Other Study and Worship Opportunities


2nd Sunday 2:00 p.m. Trinity Care Home Worship Service


2nd Saturday 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study–at Ranch House Restaurant, Columbus, MS 


 Sunday Neighborhood Bible Study 6:00 p.m. (TBA)


Young Bible Scholars monthly meeting (TBA)


Monthly Ladies Class- June 4, 1:30 p.m. at Pat Wheeler’s home.








News and Notes


Home Bound Members: Mike Butler, Eula Mae Harless, Joyce Manasco, 


Limited Health: Willena Woods, Wade McCrary. 


Prayer Requests: Mike Butler is battling lung disease.  Marion Butler had extensive oral surgery and is recovering. Wade McCrary is recuperating from knee replacement surgery. Dan Briggs is recuperating from a recent blood clot in his leg.


Others to remember: Steve Coburn, Marilyn Lavender, Jim Ratcliff, David Allen Williams, Elbert Logan, Frank & Joann Butler. 


Deaths: Teresa Couchman’s father, Leon Speck, passed away on May 26 with funeral services held on Saturday June 1. Bo Couchman, Teresa’s husband, preaches at Columbus, GA., and receives support from E. Columbus.


Baptism: We rejoice with David and Paula in the baptism of their youngest son Jack Cote. Welcome our new brother!








Contact Information:


East Columbus church of Christ, 811 Alabama Street, Columbus, �MS 39702; Telephone: (662) 328-6227


Website: eastcolumbuschurch.org


Please address comments for bulletin to Ed Williams at 662.323.9502 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:glenedwilliams@yahoo.com" �glenedwilliams@yahoo.com�. 








